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Trios Foundation Donates Learning Tools for Special Needs Students 
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New breakthroughs in technology continue to change 

our lives for the better, and our students benefit from 

that technology every day, including some of our lit-

tlest learners. 

Earlier this week, 

representatives from 

the Trios Foundation 

presented three life-

changing technology 

gifts to special-needs 

children at the Pasco 

Early Learning Cen-

ter. The gifts includ-

ed two iPads 

equipped with spe-

cialized communica-

tion software. The 

iPads will help a five

-year old who has a 

severe speech deficit, 

and a non-verbal 

three-year old who 

has trouble communi-

cating with those supporting his care and daily needs. 

They also delivered a multi-positional chair to a four-

year old with cerebral palsy who requires parents and 

teachers to lift and position him as they care for and 

work with him. 

“These iPads allow the kids to communicate and in-

teract with the world around them without any barri-

ers,” says Andrea Braithwate, one of the preschool 

teachers at the Early Learning Center. “It relieves a lot 

of frustration for them because it helps them to be un-

derstood, which is really important to them.” 

Holly England’s five-

year old son Michael 

received one of the 

iPads. She says she’s 

extremely grateful for 

the foundation’s gen-

erosity because she 

knows it will help em-

power her son to con-

tinue to learn. “It 

means a lot because 

now he’s able to com-

municate a little clear-

er with us, and he’s 

still able to learn for 

himself to speak clear-

ly,” England says. 

The gifts were pur-

chased with funds 

from the Gartner Child Assistance Fund, which was 

established by the Paul Gartner Trust in 2015. The 

fund helps support children under 12 who may other-

wise go without medical treatment or therapy for non-

terminal conditions due to financial constraints. The 

Trios Foundation administers the fund and is working 

to expand their work to provide additional assistance 

to youth in our community. 
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Early Learning Center preschool teacher Andrea Braithwaite (far 

left) explains how a new multi-positional chair will help one of her 

students with cerebral palsy. The chair and two iPads equipped with 

specialized communication software were donated by the Trios 

Foundation and the Gartner Child Assistance Fund. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

A group of students from the New Horizons High School Future Farm-

ers of America (FFA) chapter visited Olympia on Jan. 30 to take part in 

the Washington Farm Bureau FFA legislative day. 

The students toured the State Capitol and got a chance to meet with state 

lawmakers, and talk with them about issues involving agriculture in their 

community. They also visited the Washington Farm Bureau state head-

quarters and had lunch with a group of farmers from around the state. 

“It was a great opportunity for the students to learn more about how state 

government works,” says Carol Travis, the FFA advisor at New Hori-

zons. “After talking with our state lawmakers and the farmers who were 

there from all over the state, the students now have a much better idea of 

just how important agriculture is to Washington's economy.” 

New Horizons’ FFA Students Travel to Olympia for FFA Legislative Day 

Local Orthodontist Shows Support for Stevens MS Basketball Teams 

Basketball season is a busy time at our middle schools, and especial-

ly at Stevens Middle School, where Ostler Orthodontics has been a 

big supporter of both the boys and girls basketball teams. 

For every point the Tigers score at their home games, Ostler Ortho-

dontics donates one dollar to the school’s athletic department. On 

Jan. 19, Dr. Ostler stopped by Stevens to deliver a big check worth 

$676 to celebrate all the points the boys team scored during their sea-

son. And he says he’ll be back with another big check when the girls 

finish up their season! 

Thank you Ostler Orthodontics for being such a 

great community partner and for caring about Pasco 

kids! 

#PROUDofPASCO 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

Volunteers Still Needed for 2018 Enterprise Week 

Pasco School District’s 18th annual Enterprise Week, a 

business simulation event for high school seniors, is com-

ing up March 26-30 at the Columbia Basin College campus 

in Pasco, and more volunteers are needed to continue to 

make this valuable program a success.  

The weeklong program provides seniors from Chiawana, 

New Horizons, and Pasco high schools the opportunity to 

apply what they learn in a real-world setting while giving 

back to their community. Students will be grouped into 

“consulting firms” where they will work together to create 

a solution to one of six community challenges. Each stu-

dent firm will be paired with a business professional or 

community member to guide and mentor them.  

Volunteers are needed to serve as mentors, consultants, and 

judges. Mentors will be assigned a student consulting firm where they will facilitate and mentor their students 

through the weeklong process. Mentors are needed daily between 7:20 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Mentor duties can 

be also shared if it is not possible to be at the event for all of the required hours.  

Consultants will be needed March 27 & 28 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and will help students with marketing, finan-

cials, and presentation skills. They will also share industry information with the students specific to their chal-

lenge. 

On March 30, all of the consulting firms will come together and present solutions for their community chal-

lenge. The community is invited to come out from 8:30-11:30 a.m. and see all ten solutions for each commu-

nity challenge, and then vote for their top three firms. 

To sign up as a volunteer, or if you need more information, please contact the Enterprise Week office at 543-

6700, Ext. 2670, or visit the Enterprise website at www.psd1.org/enterprise. 

Whittier Elementary Librarian Wins Classroom Makeover  

Congratulations to Whittier Elementary librarian 

Corinne Butcher! She received quite a surprise on 

Jan. 18 when a camera crew from KNDU-TV 

came to visit her library and present her with a 

$250 check from Kadlec as part of their Classroom 

Makeover program. 

Mrs. Butcher can use the money for supplies or 

other items for her library. A big “thank you” to 

Kadlec and KNDU-TV for recognizing and sup-

porting our outstanding staff members. 

Congratulations Mrs. Butcher! 

http://www.psd1.org/Enterprise
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

Whittier Students Get Some New Wheels in ‘Bikes for Books’ Contest 

Congratulations to Whittier Elementary students Grace Htoo and Eric Tapia! 

They were the big winners in the school’s ‘Bikes for Books’ reading contest. With every book they read, stu-

dents earned tickets into a drawing for two brand-new bicycles, which were donated by the Pasco Masonic 

Lodge. Grace is a 2nd grader at Whittier and Eric is a kindergarten student. 

A big “thank you” to the Pasco Masonic Lodge for donating such an awesome prize to encourage kids to keep 

up with their reading! 

PHS Cheerleaders Finish 3rd at WIAA State Cheerleading Championships  

Congratulations to the Pasco High School cheerleaders! They finished 3rd in the Stomp division at the WIAA 

State Cheerleading Championships on Jan. 27. Stomp is a combined skills division that includes stunting, 

dancing and stomp. This was the team's first-ever trip to the state competition. Great job Bulldogs! 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Delta High School Now Accepting Applications for Class of 2022 
Delta High School is now accepting applications for the Delta High Class of 2022. Current 8th grade students 

living in the Kennewick, Pasco or Richland School Districts are eligible to apply.  

Prospective students must be ready to enroll in High School Algebra or a higher math course upon entry. Ap-

plicants are selected through a random lottery, and will be notified in early March. Students who are not se-

lected in the lottery will remain on a wait list should any additional spots become available.  

Applications can be accessed online 

at http://tinyurl.com/18-19Delta. 

Paper applications are also accepted 

and are available from middle 

school counselors in the Tri-Cities. 

You can also contact the Delta High 

School front office at (509) 416-

7860 to request an application. 

Applications are due on Thursday, 

February 15, 2018. 

http://tinyurl.com/18-19Delta
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

Twain Elementary 4th Grader Named ‘Student of the Month’ 

Congratulations to Twain Elementary 4th grader 

Michael Venegas! He was honored as the 

“Student of the Month” by Apple Valley Dental 

& Braces and Townsquare Media on Jan. 29.  

Michael was praised for going above and beyond 

when it comes to showing respect for others. 

Congratulations Michael and great job Wildcats! 

#PROUDofPASCO 

 Saluting Students 

Robinson Elementary students (from left to 

right) Jose Rojas, Moises Lopez, Tobias   

Navarro, Jose Valencia, Alondra Piedra and 

Anastasia Cloy led the flag salute at the Board 

of Directors meeting on Jan. 23.  

The students have all qualified to compete in 

the Washington State Chess Championships 

that will be held at the TRAC Center later this 

spring. 
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Board Notes 1-23-18 
 
Study Session 
• Valerie Aragon provided a school report on Curie STEM Elementary. Sarah Thornton updated the board on the 

work being done to update the district’s facilities usage policy.  
 
Special Recognition 
• Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to Pasco School District Board members Steve Christensen, Sherry 

Lancon, Scott Lehrman, Amy Phillips and Aaron Richardson to celebrate School Board Recognition Month.  
 
Reports/Discussions 

• Mark Garrett provided the board with an update on work to align the Outrageous Outcomes benchmarking approach 
with the Federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requirements.  

• Susana Reyes provided the board some updated information on the current bond projects. 
• Carla Lobos provided the board some updated information and associated data specific to student involvement in 

extracurricular activities in grades K-3 and how it correlates with the district’s Outrageous Outcome that 100% of 
students are engaged in extracurricular activities. 

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of District Policy Revisions including Deletion of Policies 6110, 6120, 6122, 
and addition of new Policy 1620: Board Superintendent Relationship and Policy 1630: Evaluation of the Superinten-
dent; Approval of new District Policy 4222: Senior Citizens Gold Card; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Pas-
co High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) to the 212/360 Leadership Conference in Centralia, WA; Chiawana 
High School and Pasco High School Speech and Debate teams to Thomas Foley Memorial Speech and Debate competi-
tion in Spokane, WA; Pasco High School Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) to the DECA State Career 
Development Conference in Bellevue, WA; Pasco High School Wind Ensemble to the Washington State Music Educa-
tion Annual Conference Performance in Yakima, WA. 
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco 
Schools. 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24. 

Upcoming Events: 
Feb. 5-9: National School Counseling Week  

Feb. 8: VIP Day - Franklin STEM Elementary: 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Feb. 13: Election Day - Remember to Vote 

Feb. 13: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 19: Presidents Day - No School 

Feb. 22: PSD Winter Carnival - Chiawana HS: 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Feb. 27: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, reli-

gion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the 

presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and pro-

vides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may 

be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-

543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are avail-

able at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.  

http://www.psd1.org

